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lers X. 40, — 2 


Ei Grd raiſed up the. third 
Day, and Jhew'd him openly, 


N 9 to alt the Prop le, but un- 


10 Witneſſes choſen before of 
God; even unto us, who" did 


eat and drink with Him 9 
= ter He We ow tie Dead. 
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5 HE Context or | has graph of 
US * which rlicte Words are a part, 
III ſeems to be a Summary of that 

2 el Diſcourſe, by which the Apo- 
— te of the Circumciſion, in the 
Preſence of ſome of his Brethren of that 
Denominarion, made a Convert of Corne- 
_ tas, and all his Houſhold ; and which was 
attended with a plenriful Effuſion of the 
B Holy 
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81 to the great Aſtoniſhment of 
zole of the Circumeiſion. It ſeems proba- 
le from the Heads here touch'd upon, that 
cid profeſſedly and largely lay 


open to his Audience, the Wiſdom and Ju- 


ſtice of the Divine Conduct in the Manage- 
ment of the Affair Of the Reſürrection. 
The — _ 8 the — and 
Returre ion of Chriſt, his Gommiſſion to 
judge the World, and the Ed f his 
Poder and Name are manifſeſtly tlie five 
general Topicks, inſiſted on by this pow- 
erful Preacher. Now that under the Arti- 
<le of the Reſurrection, there ſhould be a 
Glance given to an Objection agamnſt that 
Doctrine, and to none of the othets, ſeems 
to proceed- from no other Cayſe, than that 


* . . . 


the A poſtle did mote largely *treat of this 
impgrtant Article ; and give à particular 
Anſwer to ſuch Obje&ions and Difficul- 
ties, as had been ſtarted by the Oppoſers 
bf r 0 0 : 4H 
Ry However be there more or leſs-in this 
Conjefture; the Words themſelves; may, 
and have given @ ſufficient Handle to the 
conſidering an Objection, which fame have 
not ſcrupled- to pronounce unanſwerable; 
and which has always been thought ſo con- 
ſiderable, as to be rank d among the ſtrong- 
eſt Batteries of its Fewiſh and Gentile Ad- 


veuſiries.— I mean the Appearance of our 
Saviour 


[3] 


Saviour after his Reſurrection, to the ApovF 
ſtles and Diſciples, rather than to the Jewiſh, 
Populace and Leaders. bradc 
1 will not deny that there is ſome What 
ſpecious in this Plea, at leaſt upon a flight 
and general Survey; and yet if we come 
to > fret and impartial Enquiry, tho απτf 
give it its full Weight, as IL propoſe to do 
in the Proſecution of the Diſcourle; it will 
really be found wanting in the Balances. 

I ſhall. take Notice of this and another 
Objection againſt the Reality of our Sa- 
viour's Reſurrection, as they are rais'd from 
the Narrative given of it in Scripture, 
which are as follows: 7 


Firſt, That it was not tranſacted at tlie 
Time appointed and foretolc. 
. And ſecondly, That it was not commu- 
nicated or evidenc'd to fit and proper 
Ferſons. | mo | 


. Firſt then, Let us conſider that Objection 
againſt the Reality of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, which is taken from the Time af 
its Tranſaction, viz. That it was not done 
at the Time fixed and appo inte. 
Which tho” at firſt Sight it may ſeem to 
be ſingle, yet is it attended with ſuch Con- 
ſequences, as have each of them paſs'd for 
no ſlight and trivial Objections: As fire, 

| B 2 'That 


— 


[ 4 ] 
That it depriv'd the People of that Evi- 
dence and Conviction which they might 
otherwiſe haye had, if it had been tranſ- 
acted at the Time firſt limited by our Sa- 
viour himſelf, And ſecondly, That jt diſ 
= fot detecting the Impoſture if 
re were any. 1 * * 8 1 
Others perhaps may have given theſe Par- 
ticulars a greater Air of ridicule, but I do 
not remember, that I have any Where ſeen 
'em more ſtrongly and fully propos d. 
I proceed now to a clear, diſtinct, and im- 
partial Examination of them.— 'Frr/? then; 
It is objected, that our Saviour did not riſe 
again at the Time by himſelf limited and 
appointed, ard conſequently that the Fact 
may be queſtioned, Without incurring the | 
Cenſure of Infidelity : In Maintenance of 
which Objection is alledg'd that famous 
Anſwer of our Saviour; to ſome of the lear- 
ned among the Jews, for ſuch the Scribes 
are acknowledg'd to have been ; who at a 
Conference with our Lord, demand a Sign 
or Miracle by way of credential to certi- 
fy his Character: * Jhen certain of the 
fies f. and ro lyk yg an- 
ider d, ſaying, Maſter, we would ſee a Sign 
— thee ; 2 he anſwer d and ſaid unt 
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mn, An evil and adulterour Generation 
| ſecketh after a Sign, and there ſhall no he 
be given to it, but 'the Sign of the Prophet 
Jonas; for 'as Jonas was three 
and three Nights in the Whales Belly, 75 
ſpall the Son "of Man be three Days and 
three Nights in the Heart of the Earth. 
From whence it is concluded by theſe Ob- 
jetors, that ſince Jeſus Chriſt was but two 
Nights, and not two whole Days in the 
Grave, he did not fulfil this Prediction ot 
Promiſe ; and' conſequently did not riſe, at 
the Time by himſelf limited and appointed. 
_ was the thing laid down | in the Ob- 
ion. 
8 Let us no conſider the 'Streng th of it, 
and of — be u d in R y. f 
Firſt th g 00 ow- ther. in the a- 
bove· men nd Coafretce with the Scribes, 
= Saviour did intend to paſs for the An- 
of fo nas; and conſequently did then 
ign to be underſtood, as ſpeaking of or 
geeks the Time of the Reſurrettiou 
ut then we can by no means grant, that 
theſe Words how expreſs ſo ever they ma 
ſeem, may not very conſiſtently with all 
the Rules of Critici m, be ſo mollified and 
explain'd, as to do no Prejudice, if they 
are of no Service to the Cauſe of the Re- 
ſurrection. The Words as above cited, are 
mo — or Jo NAS was three * 
an 
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aud three Nights in the Whale's Belly, ſo- 
ſhall. the So ef Man be three Days and 
three Nights in the Heart of the Barth. | 

There is not a more e ir and con · 
&quently « more! ſatisfactory Rule of Cri- 
ticiſm, than that i in explaining of Authors, 
we ſhould make em EM their on 
Commentators. 

For whatever, they may. ſuffer from 0+ 
ü they cau never be ſuppos d a 
Violence to themſelves. As we are ready 
therefore to put our Cauſe upon this Iſſue, 
ſþ-we know of none who profeſſedly de- 
dine it. a K 

Firſt then, Let it be oblery d that our 
out towards the, cloſe. of his Miniſtry 

gan to open. himſelf more clearly and ex: 
Picitly, and to talk a more plain and natu- 
ral Language, than what he did at the ber 
ginning. Thus in this very Point we 8 
Ipeaking to, vis, the Fact of the. 
rection; chis very man St. Matthew 
«cquaints us in his twelfth Chapter, that 
— gp pake of the, 1 Was 
by wa Type or Allegor s'JONAS 
— — Days aud. — Nights in the 
Whale's"Belly,"ſo ſhall tal $9 K of Man. be 
three Days and-three Ml al is the How 
* the Earth, _, 

Bat in the Futeeath Che apter. het gins 
2 unſold the. Type, and to talk more « 
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* And efus 'g oing up to” ent, 09 
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for at Perſe 21. we read; Hom hm 


h, 


Time forth began Jeſus to, fhew, unt o = 


e hoi that he muſt go unto Jer. 
and "ſuffer many ing, the Eldt 

Fn uhief Prieſts 267 Scribes, an be 251 
aud be raid again the third Day. This 
paſs'd at the farther End of . 1 
as he approaches nearer to Feri 5 e 
1 8 and Forewarning to hi i- 

© lm n plainer and pier for before 

a had on! fignified | to them, that he was 

to die, and to Tife again the third Day: b ur 
how he tells them by whom, and ain FA 
he was to die, as appears from the Evangeli 


the teoe lue 50 ciples, and ſai 

Behold, ve 17 2 to Jeruſ len, and 7550 
Sow of Ma fhall be Was unto the thief 
Prieſts, and they. ſhall deliver "him to the 
Gentiles to oc h, andto ſcoumge, and ta ris 


4% bim, and che third Day 5 ſhall riſe 
af ain. 2 Here you may obſerve, He is to 
riſe again the third Day. Thus theres 
fore it appeats, if we will ſuffer St. Mat- 
underftand * St. Matthew ;, or to 


thew to 
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Terms, chat he, had before been pleaſed 
to wrap up in Type and Allegory ; if this 
may. be allowed, it moſt evidently appears, 
that by the Letm of three Days and three 

Nights in the twelfth Chapter Was defighed 
no longer a Spice. of Time, than what was 
neceſſary. to verify that Expreſſion of third 
Day in the. x6th and 2oth * 123 


- 


7 


ie ſame Fact is related by 
ans, it is but Juſtice to th 


of the Twelve; 
9 fe of St. Peter; and is gene- 
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I muſt be own'd, that the Cambridge, which is a very an- 
tient eads' after the third Day in the 16th Chapter, and rhe 
me reading in the zoth; but of what 
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Luke, was the Follower of St. Paul, who 
was not behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtle ; 
and is allowed to have had a great Hand in 
the compiling of that Goſpel. 
Let us ſee therefore what theſe two E- 
vangeliſts have delivered concerning this 
Matter. As to St. Mark; in his Account of 
the firſt Notice given the Diſciples at the 
farther end of Galilee, his Words are theſe, 
That the Son of Man muſt ſuffer many things, 
be killed, and after three Days riſe again *; 
the Place often cited by the Objectors, in 
Maintenance of the Neceſſity of our Sa- 
viour's longer Continuance in the Grave. 
But then in his Account of the ſecond O- 
pening this Matter to the Diſciples, on his 
drawing nigh to Jeruſalem; he changes his 
Phraſe in Conformity with the other Evan- 
5% and makes our Saviour ſay, I That 
e ſhall riſe again the third Day. A 
So that if St. Mark be a good Commen- 
tator upon St. Mark: After three Days, and 
the third Day are ſynonimous Expreſſions. 
St. Lake in his Relation of both theſe 


Notices given to the Diſciples, keeps to the 


Expreſſion of the third Day. 
So that if we will allow the Evangelifts 


to underſtand one another, or our Saviour, 
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* Mark vii. 31. + Mark x. 24. 
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or even themſelyes; we muſt grant that 
thoſe Words of our Saviour to the Scribes; 
That the Sox of MAN ſhall be three Days 
and three Nights in the Heart of the Earth, 
are- not to be underſtood, in their utmoſt 


Extent. | 


But perhaps it will be urg'd, that what 
has been offer'd, will rather prove, that theſe 
difterences of Expreſſion are equivalent to 
Miſtakes or Contradictions, rather than Ex- 
— aa ay or Illuſtrations of the Paſſages in 

iſpute. 2 
In order therefore to overthrow this Sug- 
geſtion, | 
I obſerve thirdly, That where Enemies, 
as well as Friends, are agreed in the Senſe 
or Acceptation of any Phraſe, there can 
be no juſt Ground of queſtioning the true 
Import of ſuch Phraſe or Expreſſion. 

And that this is our preſent Caſe, is evi- 
dent from St. Matthew, * Now the next 
Day that followed the Day of the Prepara- 
tion, the chief Prieſts and Phariſees came 
together unto Pilate ; ſaying, Sir, we re- 
member that that Deceiver ſaid, while he 
was yet alive; After three Days I will riſe 
again. Command therefore that the Se- 
pulchre be made ſure until the third Day. 


— 


* xvii. 62, 63, 64. 1 
| Here 


11 4 
Here we ſee, that the principal Enemies 
of Chriſt, make no manner of Queſtion, 
but that our Saviour was to riſe again the 
third Day, till when they defire a Watch; 
and confinady that the three Days and 
three Nights correſpondent to thoſe of Jo- 
nas, as well as that Expreſſion of St. Mark, 
uſed here alſo dy the Members of the San- 
hedrim, implied no more, than that the 
third Day was to be the Day of his Re- 

ſurrection. | | 
From all which, I think, it cannot be 
denied, that if our Saviour may be allow'd 
to explain himſelf ; if the Evargeliſts may 
be ſuppaſed to have underſtood, either him 
or their own ſelves, or one another. And 
laſtly, Tf the moſt implacable among their 
Enemies, may be permitted to give Teſti- 
mony in their Behalf, by acknowledging 
that they underitood our Saviour in the 
fame Manner with the Evangeli/ts, ——— 
What farther Witneſſes nee] we? Or in- 
deed, what farther can we have, than the 
united Teſtimony of all the Parties con- 
cern'd ? | Sherk 16 
And therefore I hope I may be excus'd, 
from heaping up a Number of parallel Ex- 
preſſions out of Authors ſacred and pro- 
tane ; which whoſoever ſhall think more 
ſatisfactory, let him h#ve Recourſe to the 
Commentators, and Defenders of this im- 
C 2 portant 


[ 12 J 


portant Article of our Belief, or indeed, its 


Baſis and Foundation. 

As to the two conſequential Objections, 
viz, That it our Saviour did not riſe at the 
Time by himſelf appointed, the Ferwws were 
deprived of an undeniable Evidence of the 
Fact, if it were true; or an Opportuni- 
ty of detecting the Impoſture, it it were 
falſe. 

It the Suppoſition or Premiſe has been 
proved to have no juſt Foundation, the 
Concluſions or Inference muſt ot Courſe 
fall to the Ground ; or indeed the Force of. 
it will turn back upon the Objectors 
for if our Saviour did riſe again at the 
Time he had given out, we may then juſt- 
ly demand, either a Detection of the Im- 
poſture, or an Acknowledgement of the 
Fact; but as they never pretended to do 
the former, ſo they were highly blameable 
for the Neglect of the latter. 

I go on to conſider and examine the ſe- 
cond general and formidable ObjeQion 
which a * late Writer has declared, to have 
never yet been anſwered; which if it were 
true, might juſtly be a great Inducement to 
the Reader, to make him think it never 


will. 


_— 


_ 
— a. —_ 


| OV vanes 
* Moderator between an Inſdel and an Apoſtate, p. 30.3. 
1 | The 
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The Objection as above-mentioned is 
this. 2 

That the Fact of the Reſurrection was 
not communicated or evidenced to fit and 
proper Perſons. That our Lord inſtead of 
appearing to his Diſciples and Followers, 
* ſhould have choſe rather to have preſente 
himſelf before the Roman Governour, and 
his Retinue for the Conviction of the Hea- 
tbens: And at another Time to have ap- 
peared in full Sanhbedrim to the extreme 
Confuſion, at leaſt, if not Converſion, of 
the learned Scribe, the conceited Phariſee, 
and unbelieving Sadducee. — That as 
this Fact of the Reſurrection, was the grand 
Foundation and- Baſis of all their Hopes 
and ExpeQations, ſo it might juſtly have 
been expected, that there would have been 
the moſt demonſtrable and inconteſtable E- 
vidence given of it. 

I ſhall now endeavour to take off the 
Force of this Objection. 

Which I propoſe to do, by ſhewing, 


Firſt, Why our Saviour did not preſent 
himſelf before the Roman Governour, 
or Jewiſh Sanbedrim. 

And ſecondly, By evincing the Neceſſity 
and Expediency of his Appearance tq 
his Followers, and eſpecially the H- 


3 
— Firſt 


019]! 
' Firſt then, I am to aſſign a Cauſe of our 
Saviour's not preſenting himſelf before the 
Roman Governour, or the Jewiſh Sanhe- 
im. And the Reaſon I alledge is this, 
that it was not likely to ſerve any real End 
and Purpoſe. | 
As I think may eaſily be made appear 
by a little farther Examination into this 
Affair. 0 
That Mankind may be wrought up to 
ſuch a Pitch, as' to diſpute and deny the 
moſt clear and ſelf-evident Truths, the moſt 
lain and undoubted Facts, nay, the very 
Teſfnoay of their own impartial Senſes, is 
not I preſume any mighty Diſcovery : That 
the Parties we are at preſent concerned 
with, viz. Pilate and the Sanhedrim, were 
fo diſpoſed, will not ſeem improbable to 
thoſe who are any thing acquainted with 
the celebrated Jewiſh Hiſtorian of thoſe 
Times. As for Pilate, beſides that he was 
a very wicked Man, he ſeems to have had 
no Knowledge of our Saviour, till he came 
before him in a judicial Manner; and con- 
ſequently to have had no manner of No- 
tion of the Errand or Office for which he 
was ſent into the World; of the Neceſſity 
of his Death, or the Deſign of his Refur- 
rection ; He was brought before him as a 
Traitor to the Roman Government, and as 
ſuch he condemn'd him to die. 


Let 
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Let us now ſuppoſe our Saviour to have 
preſented himſelf before him after the Re- 
ſurrection, what would moſt probably have 
been the Effect of ſuch an Appearance? 
Why, if he had remembred the Face, he 
would perhaps have taken him for his Spec- 


tre or Ghoſt: And ſo he might have been 
affrighted or confounded, but hardly either 


converted or convinced. 


1 


- 


But I will imagine the Governour to have 
recovered himſelf, what may we ſuppoſe 
would have been his ſecond or better 
Thoughts on this Occaſion ? 

Why, either that our Saviour was not 
really dead when he was taken down from 
the Croſs, and ſo had indeed been con- 
vey'd off by his Followers, according. to 
that Suggeſtion of the Jews; or elſe, that 


ſome other Perſon very like him in Stature, 


Shape, and Feature, had taken upon him 
to repreſeat him, in order to carry on the 
Cheat. 

And what muſt have been the Conſe- 
quence of that? Or indeeed, what would 
any Man in Pilate's Circumſtances have 
done, it he had really been perſuaded, that 
it was that Jeſus whom he had condemn'd 
to die? | | 

I believe it may be very juſtly pre- 
ſumed, that he would have given Orders 
tor a ſecond Crucifixion, which it pr 

a Lor 


=” 7 

Lord had taken Elijab's fiery * Method 

to have prevented, he would in all likeli- 
hood have paſt for a Magician. 

But if he had only diſappear'd, as we 


may reaſonably conclude from his conſtant ; 


Tenderneſs to the Lives of Men, it would 
all have paſſed for a mere Deluſion of the 
Senſes. 

So that upon the whole; I think we may 
ſafely conclude, that our Saviour's Appea- 
rance to Pilate, would have been of no 

= Conſequence, either to Plate or him- 
elf. | 

Let us ſee therefore in the next Place, 
what mighty Effect it would have had up- 
on the Sanhedrim. | 

Among the various Conditions which 
are previous to the Admiſſion of Truth, I 
think tis univerſally agreed, that a Sedate- 
neſs of Mind, was ever held to be one; 
and that of no ſmall Conſideration. For 
while the Mind fits eaſie and undiſturbed, 
not ruffled with Paſſion, nor fretted with 


kat. ca cl 


Reſentment, every thing will appear 1n its 
due and proper Magnitude : When there 


1s no Fear to heighten, and no Pride to di- 


miniſh, what ſhall hinder us from follow- 
ing the Guidance of Reaſon ? 


* 2 Kings 1, 10, 12, 
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Was this then the Caſe of the Sanhe- 
drim? Did they come thus prepared to the 
Examination of this Truth ? So far from 
it, that perhaps there was hardly one fin- 
gle Paſſion, that did not in its turn blind 
and miſguide them. 

If their Hopes of a Deliverance did at 
any. Time ofer any Suggeſtion in his Fa- 
vour, their Pride would ſoon ſpurn at the 
Meanneſs of the Inſtrument. — If the 
Innocence of his Life, and the Beneficence 
of his Nature did ſometimes inſpire them 
with a Tenderneſs and Compathon ; the 


Claim he pur in, and the Character he aſ- 


ſum'd would quickly turn it into Choler 
and Reſentment. las 
In a Word, it may very charitably be 


ſuppoſed, that thoſe who had hurried him 


with all imaginable Fury to the Croſs, 
would be very loth and unwilling to attend 
his Triumph from the Grave. 

If it be urg'd, that tho' we do allow the 
fatal Prevalence of the Paſſions againſt the 
Force of Truth when conſidered in Theo 
and Speculation ; yet it will not thence fol- 
low, that they do or can ſhut our Eyes, or 
ſtop our Ears ; which if we ſhould once 
admit, we might ſeem to deſtroy the ve- 
ry Eſſence and Being of 'Truth and Cer- 
tainty. 


D For 
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For an Anſwer to this, Let us have re- 
courſe to Holy Writ, and ſee whither we 
cannot meet with ſomething like this re- 
corded there. | 4 | 
How elſe ſhall we account for the repea- 
ted Infolence and Preſumption of Pharaoh ? ' 
Did he really ſee, and perceive all thoſe ' 
Plagues, with which both Himſelf and his 
People were viſited ? What then could em- 
bolden him to ſtand out, as he did, againſt 
an Almighty Power? 77 
Why, as ſoon as the Locuſts were gone, 
it was the Wind, not the Almighty, that 
brought hem 

And is there not good Reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that the Sanhedrim would have ated the 
ſame Part that Pharaoh did. 192 

At our Saviour's firſt Appearance among 
them, they might probably have been 
ſtruck with Surprize and Amazement. 
But as ſoon as ever he had diſappear'd, they 
. would have called their Senſes in Queſtion, 
and quickly have condemn'd them, for im- 
poſing upon them._— Thoſe who could 
maintain, that he caſt out Devils by Beel- 
Ze bub the Prince of the Devils, may very 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, but too well pre- 
pared to renounce thoſe Senſes, which did 
ſo plainly condemn their Maſters —— But 
if he had ftay'd and continued among them, 
they, would in all Probability have laid 
EY Hands 


IJ 


Hands on him, in order to put him to 
Death a ſecond Time; or elſe have given 


out among their Followers, that he was 
not really dead before. | 
And that this is no uncharitable Suggeſti- 
on, will I truſt plainly appear from their 
Conduct, in the Caſe of Lazarus, of which 


we have fo particular and remarkable an 


Account in the 11th Chapter of St. John's 
Goſpel. N 


The Place where this Miracle of raiſing 


| Lazarus was wrought, was two very ſmall 


Miles from Jeruſalem, not long before the 


3 Feaſt of the Paſſover; when ſo many thou- 


fands of People from all the neighbouring, 
Countries of Syria, Aſia, and Ag ypt were 
gathered together, to the Obſervation of this 
Holy Feſtival. — Our Saviour was ſome 
Miles diſtance from Bethany during the 
Sickneſs, and at the Death of Lazareas ; 
whither he did not arrive till four Days af- 
ter his Death. Where when he came, he 
found many of their Acquaintance from 
Jeruſalem. In the Preſence of all whom, 
after Lazarus had been dead four Days, he 


rais'd him to Life again. 


Let us obſerve now what was the Effect 


of this mighty Work,— and in particular, 
how the Sazhedrim behav'd upon it. 
2 Firlt of all, we read, That many of the 
Jes which came to Mary, and had ſeen 
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the things which Jeſns did, believed on him; 
bit ſome of them went their ways to the 
Phariſees, and told them what things Jeſus 
had done. | 

From whence we may obſerve, that this 
extraordinary Miracle, as ſurprizing as it 
was, could not command the Aſſent of 
all, even among the plainer and ſimpler 
7 r. : 
But to proceed, the chief Prieſts and 
Phariſees upon this Advice from Bethany, 
ſummon a Council, the Reſult of whoſe | 
Deliberations, we find came to this Iſ- 
fue. That from that Day forth, they took 
Counſel together to end him to Death.— © 
Now is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that no 
Demonſtration could ever have convinc'd 
thoſe Men of the Reality of our Saviour's 
Reſurrection, who were fo reſolutely bent 
upon the deſtroying him for raiſing another 
Man ?— But this was not all. 

For about ſix Days before the Paſſover, | 
we find that much People of the Jews | 
went to Bethany, not for 5 [us*s ſake only, 
but that they might ſee Lazarus alſo, whom | 
he had raiſed from the Dead, ſome time be- 
fore — Upon which the Evangeliſt imme- 
diately adds, That the chief Prieſts conſul- 
ted that they might put Lazarus alſo to 
Death, becauſe that by Reaſon of him, ma- 
#y of the Jews went their way, and be- 

MO” lieved * 
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lieved on Jeſus, So that you ſee, not only 
the Perſon who wrought the Miracle ; but 
he on whom the Miracle was wrought, 
muſt alike tall a Sacrifice to the Infidelity of 
this ſovereign Council. 7 

And can we now, after all this, be real- 
ly perſuaded; that if our Saviour had ap- 

ard after his Reſurrection, to this pre- 
judiced and partial, this revengeful and 
bloody-minded Council, that they would 
have inſtantly drop'd all their Prejudices 
and Deſigns ; and with St. Thomas in the 
Goſpel, have immediately cry'd out, My 
Lord, ad my God! © 

Well, but ſay ſome, ſuppoſe it would not 
have convinced them, it would at leaſt 
have left them ſtill more 1nexcuſable ; as it 
would have taken away all manner of Pre- 
tence, that they had not all the Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Nature of the thing was. ca- 
pable of, and conſequently it would have 
render'd their Infidelity much more inde- 
fenſible. But as to this Point, it is to be 
fear'd, they had gone too great lengths that 
way already; and it ſhouid ſeem a conſi- 
derable Inſtance of the Divine Favour and 
Goodneſs, to with-hold an Evidence which 
*tis known can have no other Tendency, 
than to increaſe the Guilt of thoſe, to 
whom it is given, g 
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Ihe Reſurrection of Lazarus was not 

long before our Saviour's Death, and was 
probably the laſt publick Miracle that he 
wrought for the Conviction of the Jews ; 
which when they had withſtood, I mean 
the governing Part of them, he ſeems to 
have intirely given them up to their own 
1 1 
If Magick could account for his Mira- 
cles, it might as well account for his Re- 
ſurrection; and the greater degree of the 
Evidence would only ſuppoſe a greater Skill 
in the Artiſt, and all was ſolv'd. | 

And as to the detecting the Impoſture, 
who is ſufficient for theſe things? Who can 
detect and lay open the Myſteries of that 
occult Science ? 

Theſe, it is more than probable, if we 
may judge from their arguing in the Point 
of his Miracles, would have been thought 
ſufficient Anſwers and Solutions, of the 
moſt clear and inconteſted Demonſtration, 
that the above-mentioned Evidence of his 
Reſurrection would have given to any un- 
byaſs'd and impartial Perſon. ar 

Should it be urg'd, that tho' this Appea- 
rance of our Saviour to the Governour and 
Sanhedrim, would in all Probability have 
been of no Service to themſelves; yet it 
might have given greater Satistaction to 
thole to whom the Apoſtles were to * 
(iT : theſe 


. 
theſe glad Tidings: In as much, as they 
could have aſſured them, that this thing 
was not done in a Corner; he having as 
clearly ſhewn himſelf to the Jews his Ene- 
mies, as he had done to themſelves his 
Friends. This Argument would conclude 
very juſtly, if the Jews his Enemies would 
have born their Teſtimony to this his Ap- 
pearance; but, it is more than prone 
that if they had done this, they woul 
have no longer continued his Enemies, and 
then the Fact muſt ſtill have reſted on the 
Teſtimony of Friends. | 

I make no manner of Queſtion, but that 
they would have acted the fame Part over 
again, that they did in the Caſe of Laza- 
rus, which ſure would have been no Con- 
firmation to the Teſtimony of the Apo- 
1 1 
If it be ask'd, wherefore then did he 
Work all his other Miracles before Multi- 
tudes never to be converted? I anſwer, A 
order to give a full Proof of his Miniſtry, 
which by a three Years continuance, of 
preaching and working of 'Miracles, he 
may be ſuppoſed to have ſufficiently ef- 
tected. ' 

I ſhall venture therefore to conclude 
from the whole, rhat our Lord's Appea- 
rance to the Sazhedrim,” would have done 
no more Service either to themſelves or 

| their 
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their Poſterity, than his preſenting himſelf 
to the Raman Governour. l 


But that it was highly peceary and ex- 
pedient for him to ſhew himſelf to his 
r deſponding Diſciples, who had obey'd 
VE Eons without hardly knowing lor 
yhat End and Purpoſe; had continued in 
his Service with very dark and confuſed 
Notions of the Buſineſs they were deſigned 
for; and juſt as they expected, that all 
29 77 would clear up to their great Com- 

t and Satisfaction, at this very juncture, 
they were unexpectedly depriv'd of him to 
their great Amazement and Confuſion. — 
*Tis true, he told them betore he came to 
the Paſſover, that he was to die, and to 
THe again the third Day ;— but as they 
little thought that he which had the Suu- 
day before made fo joyful an Entry into 
Feruſalem, and the Day after had exercis'd 
a kind of judicial Authority in the Tem- 
P's would ſo ſoon as the very next Friday 
put to ſo painful and ignominious a 
Death: So now they ſeem to have expec- 
ted as little, this more ſurpriſing return 
from Death to Lite, and therefore we may 
ſuppole them to be ſunk as low as was con- 
tear with the Divine Providence to per- 
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| mit them.—— Was it not therefore highly 

| neceſſary for our Saviour, to viſit thele dit- | 
14s .conſolate Men, to notify to them his Arri- 
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val from the Grave, maugre all the Deſigns 
and Contrivance of his Enemies. d 
His Appearance to theſe was certainly 
Rational and Expedient; Rational, in as 
much as it was likely to anſwer the End 
e by it; and Expedient, for the Re- 
iet of thoſe who had deſerv'd fo well at his 
Hands. 8 

But alas! this was not the main Deſign 
of this his Manifeſtation to him, he had 


| fill much greater Things in View. The 


Apoſtles, as was obſerved betore, had as 
yet but an imperfe&t Notion of the Buſi- 
neſs they were intended for. Now there- 
fore the Time was come, to let them in- 
to a more diſtiadt and comprehenſive 
Knowledge of their Office ; when he had 
given them ſuch an earneſt of what he was 
able to do, there could be no Hardſhips fo 
great, no Difficulties ſo affrighting, but 
what they: would willingly undertake, at 
the Command or Requeſt of ſo powerful a 
Maſter, — As therefore they could not 
poſſibly doubt of his being riſen again, af- 
ter a Converſation with him of torty 
Day's Coatinuance ; ſo nothing would be 
able to deter them from the Publication 
ot that Fact, which was ſo glorious to their 
Maſter, ſo full of Comfort to themſelves, 
and of ſo great Concern and Importance to 
all Mankind beſides. . 
E Had 
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Had our Saviour made his Appearance 
before any publick Aſſembly of the People, 
tho” ever ſo large, he could not have given 
ſo great a Demonſtration of the Reality of 
chat Appearance, as he did in the Method 
he took; in Fudea and Jeruſalem he was 
not much known,” as being little conver- 
fant there, except at the Time of their Feſ- 
ww ; and in Galilee, which was chiefly 

Scene of Action, tho? he had appear'd 
ever ſo often, yet the other Jews had con- 
ceived ſo contemptible a Notion. of the 
Galileant, that the Teſtimony of that 
whole Province would not have been ſuf- 
ficient to have convinced the People of 
Jeruſalem and Juilea, eſpecially when they 
could have had fo eaſy a Recourſe to the 
Strength of Imagination, Impoſture, Ma- 
2 and every thing but the real 
ruth. | = | 
- Whereas on the other fide, if we take 
the-Evidence as it came from the Apoſtles, 
it does not ſeem capable of a rational Con- 
fradiction. ee ee and 
That they were ſo well acquainted with 
him, as not to be impoſed upon by any one 
elſe, may be very fairly concluded from a 
three Years Acquaintance, which cannot 
be ſaid of any conſiderable Number of the 
People, in or near Jerzſalem. 


Den 


- That 


N } 
[ 27 ] 

That it was to the laſt degree improba- 
ble that they ſhould enter into any Con- 
federacy to impoſe upon the reſt ot Man- 
kind, may be gathered from their Inabili- 
ty to carry on the Cheat; the little or no 
dervico to them, if they were not detect- 
ed, and the Calamities it would mevirably 
bring. upon them it they were. 
Beaſides, we may demand to know, what 
end the Apoſtles could ſerve in carrying on 
this Impoſture? Not Honour, nor Riches, 
nor Power, nor Pleaſure; chis 1 chink muſt 
be allowed. 

What therefore could they propoſe? - 

Why, fay ſome, the fame end that that 


ed rſued, who burnt the Epheſiau 


Temple of * Njana, VIZ. to r their 
Names. 
But 5 we 8 the er Edu- 
cation between the Greeks or Romany, and 
the Jews, we ſhall ſoon diſcern a ſufficient 
Ground tor ſuch a difference ot Genius, as 
to make it ſeem-probable,: that ſuch a Weed 
might grow up in a Greek or Roman Soil, 
but could not poſſibly be found throughout 
all the Hill Country of Judes. 

'The Greeks were trained up in Arts and 
Sciences, were inured from their Child- 
hood to Martial Toils and Diſcipline, were 


inſtructed from their Cradle to place all 


their Happineſs in Warlike Proweſs and 
E 2 _ Glory; 
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Glory; had their Games and Feſtivals in- 
ſtituted in honour of thoſe, who had diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves by their Valour and 
Conduct; had their Heroes for Patterns, 
their Poets for Painters, and their Orators 
to inſpire them with all the Bravery of their 
In one Word, an immortal Name, was 
the ultimate View of all their Hopes and 
Expectations. For a Wretch therefore to 
ariſe among ſuch a People as this, who de- 
ſparring ot Immortality upon honourable 
Terms, ſhould rather than die, be con- 
tented to live upon the Curſes of Poſterity, 
is not ſo extraordinary and incredible, tho 
even here he was look'd upon as a mon- 
ſtrous Production. 1 
But in Juae a as there prevailed. a very 
different Education, 10 we may reaſonably 
reſume, they were of a quite different 
Turn and Diſpoſition; here the Art of 
War was no otherwiſe valucd, than as it 
contributed to their Self- defence. They 
had no Poets to ſooth, nor Orators to fire 
them with a longing after this deathleſs 
and immortal Fame; the humble Art of 
Husbandry, and a tuperſtitious Applicati- 
on to the Obſervance of the minuteit Parts 
of their Law, was what employed the 
Thoughts of the Wiſe and Honourable a- 
moog r 
"701 8 How 


„ 
How highly improbable therefore, if not 
morally impoſſible was it, that a few of 
the very Dregs of this People, the greateſt 
ot whom hardly ever had a Thought a- 
bove the Buſineſs of their Callings (their 
Religion wn 1 wer. ſhould combine in 
the carrying on an Impoſture, without any 
other View, than that of being tranſmitted 
to Poſterity as fuch. FO „ug 


N 


As to the Calamity they would inevita- 


bly be inyolved in, if they were detected, 


I think 1 need not inſiſt upon that: The 
Temper of Mankind in general, and that 
of the Je in particular, will. ſufficiegrly 
convince us of the Indignatiog that would _ 
ariſe in every Jetwiſßb Breait, upon the Diſ- 
covery of ſo vile and deteſtable a Cheat. 
I it be farther urg'd, that tho? we will 
not grant Ambition to be of Fewiſh Growth, 


yet we muſt not ſay the fame of Eirhu- 
fiaſm, which how perniciobs ſo ever, ſeems 
to be a Native of Judea. 2 NT 


'To this we reply, that the Adverſaries of 
Chriſtianity have recourſe to Enthuſiaſm, 


in the ſame manner as ſome Nat uraliſts u- 


ſually fly to occult Qualities; f. e. When 
they have nothing elſe to ſay, nothing real 
or ſolid to offer. eee 
For I apprehend it to be next to impoſſi- 
ble, that Enthuſiaſm ſhould have plain ſen- 


{ible Matters of Fact for its Origin, whole 


Nations 


30 
pt; ak and-Languages of the moſt contra- 
Conditions and CharaQers for its 
Subje and ſuch a Continuance of Time 
for its Duration, + | 
And here if we in our Turns ſhould. des 
mand. of the 7 er or others, to aſſign a 
Reaſon why this 1 poſture Fever was de- 
tected, I will be bold to fay, we ſhould 
puzzle the mot — and N among 
them. 
They bad every thing, on "their Side to 
favour them in the Diſeovery; Which it 
they had once made, they muſt have ine- 


* Ty ſuppreſſed and cruſhed its Promo- 
TE 


Having . done my beſt Endea- 
vours to ad As plainly 25 could, that 
our Saviour's A pearancę to the Roman 

Sovyernour, or the Jewiſh ' Sanbedrim and 
People would j not have anſwered any ratio- 
nal End and Purpoſe:— But on the other 
Hand, his Conveèrſe with his Piſciples, be- 
ſides that it was due to them on the Ac- 
count of their Attachment to him, did 

moſt naturally tend to anſwer the End pro- 
pos d; as it enabled them to give the moſt 
demonſtrative Proof of the Reality of the 
Fact, and by the ſtricteſt Conlequence of 
the A of the Power by which it 
Was el 


HAI 1 ſhall 


u Nee vob: [31 ] 3 3» S 
1 ſhall therefore conclude all with an 
earneſt Supplication to Almighty God, that 
he will graciouſly look down with an Eye 
of Pity and Compaſſion, on our Brethren 
of the Circumciſion, and ſo open their —— 


and ſoften their Hearts, that we _—_ 


become one Flock and one Fold under Je- 


ſus Chrift, the Biſhop and Shepherd of our 


Souls. Grant this, O blefſed Lord, thro” his” 
Merits and Mcdiation, and to the Honour 
and Praiſe of rhy Holy Name. men. 
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